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Introduction

Our society is characterized by the rapid development of various cultural styles
and genres. But do not forget about the past, among which we can highlight the
Gothic style, which in recent decades has been firmly rooted in modern Western
and Russian culture in its new guise — the Neo-Gothic style. Signs of this style can
be seen in various cultural spheres of life. Since currently not enough attention is
paid to clarifying the links between different cultural spaces and the language envi-
ronment, the topic of the study has actually been and is relevant.

Aim

To conduct a comparative analysis of the stylistic means of language, allusions
and find out the appropriateness of their use in the works of Oscar Wilde «Portrait
of Dorian Gray» and Lyudmila Rubleuskaya «Hour! Ha [1ag6aHcKix MabiHax».

Subject of research and methods: the stylistic means of language, literary
and historical allusions. In this research the comparative method was used which is
based on a study of the personality of the writer, his ideological orientations, be-
coming an integral part of comparative literature. It helps to evaluate language
facts, select, combine the stylistic means of language, taking into consideration
contest and the situation of communication. Object of the research are the stylistic
means of language, literary and historical allusions in the Gothic and Neo-Gothic
works of Oscar Wilde «Portrait of Dorian Gray» and Lyudmila Rubleuskaya «Houbl
Ha [Iagbanckix MAbIHAX).

Research results

The term 'meo-gothic' simply means 'mnew-gothic' but is most commonly associ-
ated with the revival of Gothic literature, art, and architecture.

Gothicism in literature (Gothic fiction or Gothic literature) is a style of writing
characterized by gloomy settings, grotesque action, supernatural elements, romance
and exoticism. The Gothic writers mostly fabricate their narratives using elements
like horror, mystery, suspense, romance, decay and degeneration.

Gothic literature is globally famous due to the distinct gloomy and dark nature
associated with it. This literature has even influenced other different genres of writ-
ing styles.

There are certain prominent traits about this literature that sets it apart from
the rest even today. Here is an in-depth look at some interesting facts about the
same. The first form of Gothic literature began in the year 1764 when Horace Wal-
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pole published his novel The Castle of Otranto. The novel, often considered as the
first novel of Gothic romance, makes use of the medieval Gothic architectural styles
and design. A typical Gothic novel has the following elements:

0Old, abandoned castle, monastery, or an abbey in which the novel is set. The
castle often comprises trapdoors, secret rooms, mysterious passages, and ruined
portions, all of which are gloomy and dimly lit.

Extreme scenery, like dense and foggy forests, rugged mountains, stormy
weather, and the like.

Omens, curses, and visions preceding a climax, or tragedy.

Occult events, such as magic, spirits, monsters, non-living things coming to
life, and other supernatural expressions.

But my attention was attracted by the novels of the English author OSCAR
WILDE «THE PORTRAIT OF DORIAN GRAY» and the Belarusian writer LYUDMILA
RUBLEUSKAYA «HOYBI HA TTAABAHCKIX MABIHAX». Which are the brightest ex-
amples of Gothic Neo-Gothic novel, in which Lyudmila Rubleuskaya and Oscar
Wilde created Belarusian-English chain of intertextuality.

In this research work we conducted a comparative analysis of two books. The
most important difference between these works is that Lyudmila Rublevskaya wrote
in the neo- Gothic style, and Oscar Wilde in the Gothic one. However, this does not
negate common features such as:

Situational allusions. Lyudmila Rubleuskaya widely uses situational allusions,
as a memory of something known, true or fictional associated with a number of as-
sociations and connotations that should have an effect in the reader’s perception of

the author’s the text: «Bosxsl Bisyn — Boxxkae nakapaHHe 2pauwiHikaljy, — «Hixmo Hs
namsmay sieoHaza 3nausblHemsea, i pas Bookel Bisyn He nakapaiy s20, 653bHs
8bLINYCLULLL HA 60110, K NYCKAUb 3 JAHUY2a cmapozo cabaky — namipaub,

npazaHsoubl daneii ad xamew. Reading these lines we remind Gospel, where «we
meet Jesus in the Temple of Jerusalem» among «those who were selling oxen and
sheep and doves», who were sitting there, the Easter holiday Approached, which was
a suitable occasion for a great annual fair, which began three weeks before Easter.

In Oscar Wilde's book, we encounter the devil: A fashionable dandy, an educat-
ed handsome man, greedy for money, fame. Here is a portrait of the main character
of the novel. And he is also afraid of old age. And Satan offers a deal: Gray remains
young as long as his portrait is «alive». It will not be Dorian who will grow old, but
his image... This is reminiscent of the betrayal of Judas, which occurred through
the love of money. It turns out to be the sinful passion through which Satan enters
Judas: «Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the twelve»r. Just like Dorian
Gray's narcissis.

Historical characters were mentioned: Auguste-Louis Leber, Vasily Kachalov,
etc. In Lyudmila Rublevskaya's book, there are references to other characters right
in the book: «A ¢gpanmaszis Hawmo, manadsl uanagek? BolL ok — apmucm, Yy yeHro Ha
cysiHe myciye jyboauolys i Amana, I Kolewonma Ajjeycma...» and these historical allu-
sions are found throughout the book.

In addition, it is difficult not to note appearance of irrational forces and mysti-
cal horror:

lapoma nassapHyaacs, OniCHYNA 8ANIZHbIMI UEMHBIMI 8AUBIMA, Y SIKIX KANICbUL
HagedsanbHIKI geuapolj Tasapvicmea amamapalj npwuleoXKblx macmaymsay bauslLii
arocmpagarHe 8obpasalj Pagasns 0ol Bambluaii.

— Hiakix naxasanvHulx ceeuak! I'sma... [ ma ko 3aHaoma. Y adpo3HeHHe ald
sac, cnadap, maampanbHblsl 9heKmobl He ULAHYHO.

If we talk about Oscar Wilde's book, then it is all saturated with mystical ob-
jects: the portrait of Dorian gray himself, candles, the knife with which Dorian
wanted to cut the portrait, etc.
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Lyudmila Rublevskaya uses more often motives and images borrowed from the
Bible (in the form of allusions):

«— Haw rajusez swus He oannwelyj 0a Apapamy! — 3 marncapdel cnyckaijcs uap-
Hs18bL XJI0NeyY, mpuimarousl §j pykax cmoc cmapulx 2azemayj. — Tomy He 3abvleaiiye,
wmo mae imsi — Hotl, i 3 2amae npuuuHsl Myciye npoul3Hasays MsiHe 3a KanimaHa.

To complete the research work, we conducted a survey among students. Out of
200 students, about 67 have read books of the Gothic genre, and 38 know the
differences between Gothic and Neo-Gothic style. 120 students imagine what the
Gothic style is, and the rest confuse it with romanticism.

Conclusions

Having analyzed the literature on the subject, we came to the following
conclusions: texts of different authors interact on various levels. This is achieved
through intersection, «contamination» of the texts of two or more authors.

The stylistic means of a language, the concept of allusions and their features of
functioning in a Gothic and Neo-Gothic style were examined in this research. The
study was conducted on the material of prose of Ludmila Rublevskaya and Oscar
Wilde . In these works, there is a fascinating and intriguing psychological depth,
masterful interweaving of the characters, events, historical facts and epochs that
are intertwined with each other.

L. Rubleuskaya gave the Belarusian literature «a model of a new type of hero»,
as we have seen, she has a subtle ability to combine serious with humorous,
realistic with an intriguing adventure. Certain features of the works show a high
level of development of novel ideas. Prose of Lyudmila Rubleuskaya, unfortunately,
remains outside the attention of researchers of literature, although its artistic merit,
it is not inferior to the best works of Russian and foreign historical literature.

The work of Oscar Wilde «Portrait of Dorian Gray» after almost 2 centuries is
just as relevant. The Gothic style is fascinating, and the plot is addictive. The
reason is banal — you need to see your shortcomings in the mirror, be able to deal
with them, and not go on about it...

The practical application of the results of research is the ability to use them to
further expanding of studying other kinds of stylistic means of language, allusions,
transferring the knowledge gained in the lexicographic practice in the preparation of
the dictionaries which have linguacultural orientation.
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